




Symphonic Jazz Orchestra

“What is Jazz?”
concert presentation

Vocabulary:

Blues: a form of American music that originated in the Black
community in the late 1800s. The songs are a way to share your
tough times.

Ragtime: a form of music which was popular in the early 1900s. It’s
known for its syncopated, or 'ragged', rhythm, with the melodic
notes landing largely on the off-beats. It began as dance music in
American cities such as St. Louis and New Orleans.

Brass Band: a musical group that is made up of brass instruments
(such as the trumpet, tuba, and trombone) along with a clarinet and a
drum section.

Mississippi: the southern state where the blues began.

New Orleans: the city in Louisiana where jazz began.

Improvisation: the art of playing an instrument (or singing) where
the musician makes up the musical notes as they play.

Scat: is a type of singing in jazz music created by using the voice to
improvise (make up) a solo using nonsense sounds, which is like a
musical instrument solo in a song.

https://wiki.kidzsearch.com/wiki/Music
https://kids.kiddle.co/Syncopation
https://kids.kiddle.co/St._Louis
https://kids.kiddle.co/New_Orleans
https://kids.kiddle.co/Musical_instrument
https://kids.kiddle.co/Singing
https://kids.kiddle.co/Musician
https://kids.kiddle.co/Jazz
https://kids.kiddle.co/Improvisation
https://kids.kiddle.co/Syllable


Historical Musicians



Historical Dances

Swing Dance https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70E49LrrvZY

A popular form of social dances that developed with the swing style of jazz

music by the Black community in the 1920s–1940s. It’s known for being upbeat

and lively with lots of lifts, spins and flips.

Rags https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVbWaAPwJZc

Ragtime inspired an expressive form of ballroom dancing written in 2/4 or 4/4 time,

with dances that did not need formal training but encouraged individualism.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=70E49LrrvZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVbWaAPwJZc


Musical Instruments & Families



“When the Saints Go Marching In”

Lyrics



United States of America Map

Map Activities

1) Can you find the city New Orleans on the map?

2) Can you find the state Mississippi on the map?

3) Can you find the Mississippi River?

4) Find a large city along the Mississippi River?

5) Where is California?

6) Can you find Los Angeles?



Melting Pot Activities:

What does it mean when a place is called a melting pot?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Can you name a place that is a melting pot?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Name three foods you like that are from different countries.
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Name three languages that are from different countries
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Dance Questions:
What do you notice as the difference between rags (ragtime dances) and swing dancing?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

What are different ways we can keep the beat? What parts of the body can we use?
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________

Improvisation Questions:
Have you ever made up a new type of sandwich or type of food?
Have you ever made up a new game?
Have you ever made up a new dance move?

Reflections:
What do you think of when you hear the word jazz?
Do you have a favorite instrument?
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